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SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 


January 11, 1950 an 


Dear Admiral Hillenkoetters 


Reference is made to your memorandum of December 7, 
1949, regarding the "Check List" network, ‘ 


While I am glad to know that the network has been 
activated, I am somewhat concerned that there may be a 


cold) on the part of the U.S.5.R." This objective is, 

I believe, altogether too broad; indeed it comprehends, 
in a sense, the entire Government intelligence program as 
related to the U.S.S.R. 


It has been my understanding that the function of 
the Check List network was to provide timely warning of 


tion for war (hot or cold)*, it will not only find itself 
inevitably engaged in extensive wasteful duplication of 
existing research and reporting (para. 8 b (3) of your 
memorandum), but, worse yet, its concentration will be 

so diffused that the indicators pointing to imminent 
military action will not be given the necessary emphasis. 


Mr. Trueheart of my office recently discussed this 
matter informally with Mr, Childs and was assured that 
CIA's understanding of the objective of the Check List 


network 


Rear Admiral R. H. Hillenkoetter, 
Director of Central Intelligence. 
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network is essentially the same as ours and that the 
apparent discrepancy described above will be resolved at 
the next meeting of the Check List officers. For the 
record, however, I believe it would be desirable to amend 
the statement of objectives in the reference memorandum 
along the following lines: 


2, The objective of the Check List network 
is to provide timely warning of impending Soviet 
military action. To this end, the Check List 
network is expected 


a. to focus the attention of intelli- 
gence analysts on specific indicators 
(positive and negative) of Soviet inten- 
tions to resort to military action in the 
near future, and 


be to provide an effective mechanism 
for interagency exchange of views on this 
subject at the working level. 


Sincerely yours, 
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- Approved For Release sense oo SEGRET, 731R003600050014-7 


25X1 


ae | Ref: 34092 |. - 


TOP SECRET 
Approved For Rel&Se 2003/09/02 : CIA-RDP80R01731R060600050014-7 


SIGNATURE RECORD AND COVER SHEET 


DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION 


Source: STATE-W.Park Armstrong, dre 

DATE OF DOCUMENT: 1/11/50 

COPY NUMBER (S): #£ of & & 

NUMBER OF PAGES: ‘two DOCUMENT NO. ReTSe1555 
NUMBER OF ATTACHMENTS: none = 874824 

ATTENTION: THIS FORM WILL BE ATTACHED TO EACH TOP SECRET DOCUMENT RECEIVED BY THE CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE 
AGENCY OR CLASSIFIED TOP SECRET WITHIN THE CIA AND WILL REMAIN ATTACHED TO THE DOCUMENT UNTIL SUCH TIME 
AS IT 1S DOWNGRADED, DESTROYED OR TRANSMITTED OUTSIDE OF CIA. ACCESS TO TOP SECRET MATERIAL IS LIMITED 
TO THOSE INDIVIDUALS WHOSE OFFICIAL DUTIES RELATE TO THE MATERIAL. EACH ALTERNATE OR ASSISTANT TOP SECRET 
CONTROL OFFICER WHO RECEIVES AND/OR RELEASES THE ATTACHED TOP SECRET MATERIAL WILL SIGN THIS FORM AND INDI- 


CATE PERIOD OF CUSTODY IN THE LEFT-HAND COLUMNS PROVIDED. THE NAME OF EACH INDIVIDUAL WHO HAS SEEN THE TOP 
SECRET DOCUMENT AND THE DATE OF HANDLING SHOULD BE INDICATED IN THE RIGHT—-HAND COLUMNS. 


REGISTRY 


CLA CONTROL NUMBER: 34150 
DATE DOCUMENT RECEIVED: 
LOGGED 8Y: ab 


1/11/50 


SEEN BY 


DIRECTOR 


att 


x 
ft 
: S 


: 


Aoeeral piviciod. eneral. Division, ORE) | 


f.~| |S 
cA 


NOTICE OF DETACHMENT 
WHEN THIS FORM 1S DETACHED FROM TOP SECRET MATERIAL IT WILL BE COMPLETED IN THE APPROPRI 
ATE SPACES BELOW AND TRANSMITTED TO CENTRAL TOP SECRET CONTROL FOR RECORD. 


The Top Secret newer te detached from this form was: 
DOWNGRADED 

DESTROYED 

DISPATCHED (OUTSIDE CIA) TO: 


(SIGNATURE) 


(OFFICE! (DATE) 
Approved For Release 2003/09/03 pf lAgRRP80R01731R003600050014-7 


FORM NO. 
APR 1948 38.13 PREVIOUS EDITIONS NOT TO BE USED 


